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CLAIM 1: GRIMOIRE AS IDEAMORPHIC SUBJECT

I chose the grimoire [1] as sculptural subject

because  it  embodies  transformation  through

structured expression — the magical book where

language  becomes  power.  This  work  does  not

perform systematic transliteration but takes

the *principle* of such transformation as its

theme. The geometric forms ascending from the

open  book  symbolise  spell-formulae:  love,

eternal youth, transformation rendered as ab‐

stract shapes. This positions the work at the

edge of symbolism — not arbitrary representa‐

tion but depiction of the very idea that form

can enact meaning. The grimoire historically

occupies this liminal territory where symbol

and operative formula converge.

CONTEXT

The grimoire — the magician's book of spells —

has historically occupied a unique position in

the relationship between language and power.

Unlike  ordinary  texts  where  words  represent

ideas, magical formulae are believed to *en‐

act* transformation through their very struc‐

ture. The spell works not because it symbol‐

ises power but because its arrangement consti‐

tutes power properly configured.

This  sculpture  takes  that  principle  as  its

subject. While my chromesthetic work in the

Synesthetic Explorations series performs sys‐

tematic transliteration — pitch to colour, mu‐

sical structure to visual composition — GRIM‐

OIRE depicts the *idea* of such transformation

without executing one. The open book at the

base presents knowledge at the threshold of

action, the moment before formula becomes ef‐

fect.

This  positions  the  work  at  the  boundary

between conventional symbolism (where form ar‐

bitrarily  represents  meaning)  and  operative

ideamorphism  (where  form  structurally  pre‐

serves meaning across modalities). The grim‐

oire historically inhabits this liminal ter‐

ritory,  and  the  sculpture  reflects  on  that

convergence rather than demonstrating it dir‐

ectly.
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rhodium enamel ceramic geometric ceramic sculpture

Spells and Magic collection grimoire sculpture

contemporary ceramic art stacked geometric forms

metallic enamel finish open book form
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