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CLAIM 2: THE TRITONE AS DOMINANT SEVENTH TENSION -—
VISUAL EMBEDDING OF HARMONIC FUNCTION

I embed the [4] tritone [1] within its domin-
E and Bb are the third
and the dark rectangle en-

ant seventh context:
and seventh of C7,
codes the root C — low register, low bright-
ness, tending toward Red at full intensity.
The complementary opposition Yellow-Blue-Viol-
et enacts maximum chromatic tension, mirroring
the tritone's harmonic instability and its im-
— whether through II-V-I

motion or tritone substitution.

perative to resolve

CONTEXT

The tritone E-Bb does not exist in harmonic
isolation. In tonal and post-tonal practice,
these two pitches function most powerfully as
the defining tension of the dominant seventh
the third and seventh of C7. It is

functional embedding that the painting

chord —
this
explores: not the tritone as abstract inter-
val, but the tritone as engine of harmonic mo-

tion.

The dark rectangle encodes C, the root of C7.

Its darkness is not arbitrary — it reflects
low register and reduced brightness, consist-
ent with the chromesthetic principle that re-

gister modulates luminosity. C at full bright-

ness would be Red; rendered dark, it recedes

into a near-black, anchoring the composition
without asserting itself. The root is present
but subordinate, as a bass note often is when

the upper voices carry the tension.

The three chromesthetic elements together -—
Yellow (E), Blue-Violet (Bb),
tute a visual dominant seventh: the chord that
In standard II-V-I

dark C — consti-

most demands continuation.
resolution, this chord resolves to the tonic;
the substituted dom-

whose third and seventh are Bb and

in tritone substitution,
inant (Gb7,

E — the same pitches inverted) resolves by
half-step motion to the same tonic. Either
way, the interval's function is to be un-
stable, to pull, to require resolution.

The canvas holds this tension without resolv-
ing it. The complementary colors remain op-
posed; the dark root remains present; the res-
olution is withheld. The painting is the dom-
inant seventh sustained — the moment of maxim-
um harmonic tension before the cadence that

never arrives.

REFERENCES

[1] Arnaud Quercy (2023). Bb) - Reflexions 9 —
Catalog raisonné. https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-
raisonne/AQC0457.html

Tritone (E,

[2] Quercy, A. ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0000-2662-7790

[3] Quercy, A. (2023). Tritone (E, Bb) - Reflexions 9
(AQC0457). Art Quam Anima. https://artquamanima.com/en/

artworks/2023/01/tritone-e-bb-reflexions-9_55y.html

[4] Levine, M. (1995). Sher Music.

[Tritone substitution,

The Jazz Theory Book.
dominant function]

[5] Quercy, A. Circle of Fifths - Color Wheel Mapping. Syn-
esthetic Explorations — Chromesthetic Reference. [URL to
be added]

[6] Quercy, A. Synesthetic Explorations — Collection Paper.

[URL to be added]

WHERE THIS WORK LIVES

Series: Tritone
Collection: Synesthetic Explorations

Technique: Acrylic
EXHIBITIONS

Transcendence - World Premiere of Ephemera Arts (2023-10-29
» 2023-11-15, Koblenzer Kunstverein e.V., Koblenz)

Rencontres au Marché de la Création (2024-04-23 - 2024-12-31,

Marché de la Création - Paris Montparnasse, Paris)

Paris (2024-12-26
2025-01-05, Halle des Blancs Manteaux, Paris)

Salon d'art contemporain - Metamorphose,

Permanent Collection 2025 - Resonance in Form (2025-01-01 —

2025-12-31, arnaudquercy.art, Paris)


https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0457.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0457.html
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-2662-7790
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2023/01/tritone-e-bb-reflexions-9_55y.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2023/01/tritone-e-bb-reflexions-9_55y.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/catalog/series/tritone.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/catalog/collection/synesthetic-explorations.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/catalog/technique/acrylic.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/transcendence-world-premiere-of-ephemera-arts-iuc.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/rencontres-au-marche-de-la-creation-iv3.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/salon-dart-contemporain-metamorphose-paris-ivn.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/permanent-collection-2025-resonance-in-form-ix6.html

Nanopublications — Multimodal Institute

Paris Studio Visit (2025-02-18 - 2025-02-18, Artist's Studio, Artist
Paris) Date

Marché d'Art Contemporain - Seine Port (2025-05-17 - Collection
2025-05-17, MAC Seine-Port, Seine-Port) Certificate

Nuit des Artistes, St Germain-en-Laye, France (2025-05-24 - Asset code
2025-05-24, La Nuit des Artistes, Saint-Germain-en-Laye) Identifier

Marché de 1'Art de Saint-Germain-en-Laye, 17éme édition - Version
France (2025-06-14 — 2025-06-14, Marché de 1'Art, Saint- Published

Germain-en-Laye)

Salon d'art contemporain - Metamorphose 2025-2026, Paris
(2025-12-26 — 2026-01-04, Halle des Blancs Manteaux, Paris)

Art Quam Anima - Pre-opening (2026-01-31 - 2026-02-28, Art

Quam Anima, Paris)
OTHER WORKS IN THIS SERIES

Tritone (C, F#) - Reflexions 7
Tritone (D, G#) - Reflexions 8
Tritone (D, G#) - Reflexions 10
Tritone (D, G#) - Reflexions 17
Tritone (D, G#) - Reflexions 18
Tritone (C, F#) - Reflexions 22

Tritone (Eb, A) - Research on Harmony
DOCUMENTED AT

Catalogue Raisonné — Tritone (E, Bb) - Reflexions 9 —
Tritone (E, Bb) - Reflexions 9 — Chromesthetic Acrylic
Painting — Arnaud Quercy (2023)

Gallery — Tritone (E, Bb) - Reflexions 9

Nanopublication — Tritone (E, Bb) - Reflexions 9 — Digital
Image Documentation - aqgc0457_img_full_794x1106_webp

Nanopublication — Tritone (E, Bb) - Reflexions 9 — Physical
Specifications

Nanopublication — Tritone (E, Bb) - Reflexions 9 —
Computational Image Analysis - AQCO0457

Nanopublication — Tritone (E, Bb) - Reflexions 9 —
Chromesthetic Translation of the Tritone E-Bb

THEMATIC ELEMENTS

chromesthetic mapping tritone interval

circle of fifths acrylic on paper

yellow blue-violet complementary colors

dominant seventh chord Synesthetic Explorations
Reflexions series Arnaud Quercy painting

color theory music

EPISTEMIC PROFILE

Claim type artistic statement

Voice first person

Epistemic first person attestation
status

Methodology compositional intention

Certainty high

CHECKSUM (SHA-256)

d339985123be5fd5f35ae6b44ec646c7cd404d980e01f5a63cac9e8ad9b9f22ca

Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International (CC BY 4.0)

AQC0457

Arnaud Quercy

2023

Synesthetic Explorations
20231231-0044

AQC0457

NAN-CTX000141

1

2026-02-24

NAN-CTX000141


https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/paris-studio-visit-iw0.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/marche-dart-contemporain-seine-port-iwa.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/nuit-des-artistes-st-germain-en-laye-france-iwk.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/marche-de-lart-de-saint-germain-en-laye-17eme-edition-france-iwu.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/marche-de-lart-de-saint-germain-en-laye-17eme-edition-france-iwu.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2026/02/salon-dart-contemporain-metamorphose-20252026-paris-1kc8.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/exhibitions/2026/02/art-quam-anima-pre-opening-1kbw.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0455.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0456.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0669.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0683.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0684.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0688.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0964.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0457.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0457.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0457.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2023/01/tritone-e-bb-reflexions-9_55y.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-digital-image-documentation-aqc0457_img_full_794x1106_webp.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-digital-image-documentation-aqc0457_img_full_794x1106_webp.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-physical-specifications.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-physical-specifications.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-computational-image-analysis-aqc0457.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-computational-image-analysis-aqc0457.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-chromesthetic-translation-of-the-tritone-ebb.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-chromesthetic-translation-of-the-tritone-ebb.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Nanopublications — Multimodal Institute AQC0457 - NAN-CTX000141

ISSN: [pending — Library of Congress]
© 2026 Multimodal Institute

Published by Art Quam Anima Publishing New York,
an imprint of AQA PUBLISHING LLC

c/o Northwest Registered Agent, 418 Broadway Ste N
Albany, NY 12207, USA
+1 917-764-5470

publishing.artquamanima.com
Last updated: 2026-06-11

Persistent URI: https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-the-tritone-as-dominant-seventh-tension-visual-
embedding-of.pdf


https://publishing.artquamanima.com
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-the-tritone-as-dominant-seventh-tension-visual-embedding-of.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-the-tritone-as-dominant-seventh-tension-visual-embedding-of.pdf

	Nanopublication — The Tritone as Dominant Seventh Tension — Visual Embedding of Harmonic Function
	Claim 2: The Tritone as Dominant Seventh Tension — Visual Embedding of Harmonic Function
	Context
	References

	Where this work lives
	Exhibitions
	Other works in this series
	Documented at
	Thematic Elements
	Epistemic profile
	Checksum (SHA-256)



