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CLAIM 1: PLAYFUL CUBIST APPROPRIATION OF
ARCHIMEDES CHARACTER

I chose Disney's Archimedes [1]—the scholarly
owl from "The Sword in the Stone'"—as the de-
parture point for this sculpture, translating
the character into cubist geometric language
forms

through decomposition of recognizable

into intersecting planes and volumes.

CONTEXT

I chose Disney's Archimedes—the scholarly owl
from "The Sword in the Stone"—as the departure
this
character into cubist geometric language. The

point for sculpture, translating the
decomposition follows classic cubist methodo-
logy: breaking the recognizable form into in-
that

rather than illustrate the subject.

tersecting planes and volumes suggest
Two large
circular apertures function as eyes, long
leaf-1like planes evoke wings or feathers, and
paired ear forms establish the owl's silhou-

ette.

The choice of Archimedes specifically carries
associations with wisdom and knowledge (both
the Greek mathematician and the Disney charac-
ter who tutors young Arthur), but I approached
this iconography playfully rather than symbol-
ically. This is not serious portraiture or
mythological study—it's a formal exercise us-
ing familiar pop-culture material as scaffold-
ing for geometric exploration. The sculpture

belongs to my "Spells and Magic" collection,

where mythological and fantastical references
provide thematic coherence without dictating
formal outcomes.

The cubist approach allows the owl to remain
recognizable while existing primarily as an
arrangement of curvilinear planes in space.
The viewer can identify "Archimedes the owl"
while simultaneously experiencing pure sculp-
tural form—volumes, voids, surfaces, and their

spatial relationships.
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[1] Arnaud Quercy (2024). Archimedes,
raisonné. https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/
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Series: Myths & Legends
Collection: Spells and Magic

Technique: Ceramic
EXHIBITIONS

Rencontres au Marché de la Création (2024-04-23 - 2024-12-31,
Marché de la Création - Paris Montparnasse, Paris)

Salon d'art contemporain - Metamorphose, Paris (2024-12-26
2025-01-05, Halle des Blancs Manteaux, Paris)

Permanent Collection 2025 - Resonance in Form (2025-01-01 —
2025-12-31, arnaudquercy.art, Paris)

Paris Studio Visit (2025-02-18 - 2025-02-18, Artist's Studio,
Paris)

Marché d'Art Contemporain - Seine Port (2025-05-17 —
2025-05-17, MAC Seine-Port, Seine-Port)

Nuit des Artistes, St Germain-en-Laye, France (2025-05-24 -
2025-05-24, La Nuit des Artistes, Saint-Germain-en-Laye)

Marché de 1'Art de Saint-Germain-en-Laye, 17éme édition -
France (2025-06-14 — 2025-06-14, Marché de 1'Art, Saint-
Germain-en-Laye)

Salon d'art contemporain - Metamorphose 2025-2026, Paris

(2025-12-26 — 2026-01-04, Halle des Blancs Manteaux, Paris)

Art Quam Anima - Pre-opening (2026-01-31 - 2026-02-28, Art

Quam Anima, Paris)
Through the Aperture — Research on Harmony (2026-03-09 -
2026-04-30, Art Quam Anima, Paris)
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« The Owl », Exposition Magie et Sortiléges (2024-09-14 -
2024-09-15, Atelier d'Arts de la Butte aux Cailles - Profils

et Reliefs, Paris)
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The myth of Kyrnos

The Centaur of Pompeii

Psyche Unveiled

The alchemist

The Dance of the Siblings - The Dualism of Apollo and
Artemis

GRIMOIRE
DOCUMENTED AT

Catalogue Raisonné — Archimedes, the owl — Archimedes, the
Owl — Cubist Ceramic Sculpture — Arnaud Quercy (2024)

Gallery — Archimedes, the owl

Nanopublication — Archimedes, the owl — Digital Image
Documentation - aqc0514_img_full_ 1638x2048_webp

Nanopublication — Archimedes, the owl — Physical
Specifications

Nanopublication — Archimedes, the owl — Computational Image
Analysis - AQCO0514

Nanopublication — Archimedes, the owl — Ceramic Structural
and Surface Methodology for Complex Forms

THEMATIC ELEMENTS

cubist ceramic sculpture owl sculpture

Spells and Magic collection curvilinear forms
yellow-green patina contemporary sculpture

wisdom symbolism Arnaud Quercy

EPISTEMIC PROFILE

Claim type artistic statement

Voice first person

Epistemic direct practitioner knowledge
status

Methodology reflective practice

Certainty high

CHECKSUM (SHA-256)

7£324d09f1b33a0712£f3611b0663d601£630cc9beOcab5df0b23c6732ab8elca

Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International (CC BY 4.0)

Artist Arnaud Quercy
Date 2024

Collection Spells and Magic
Certificate 20240120-0010
Asset code AQCO0514
Identifier NAN-CTX000122
Version 1

Published 2026-02-11

AQCO0514

NAN-CTX000122


https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/the-owl-exposition-magie-et-sortileges-ivc.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0336.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0413.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0415.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0477.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0478.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0484.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0485.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0506.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0506.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0571.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0514.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0514.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/archimedes-the-owl_5s4.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2025/12/AQC0514-digital-image-documentation-aqc0514_img_full_1638x2048_webp.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2025/12/AQC0514-digital-image-documentation-aqc0514_img_full_1638x2048_webp.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2025/12/AQC0514-physical-specifications.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2025/12/AQC0514-physical-specifications.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2025/12/AQC0514-computational-image-analysis-aqc0514.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2025/12/AQC0514-computational-image-analysis-aqc0514.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0514-ceramic-structural-and-surface-methodology-for-complex-forms.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0514-ceramic-structural-and-surface-methodology-for-complex-forms.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Nanopublications — Multimodal Institute AQC0514 - NAN-CTX000122

ISSN: [pending — Library of Congress]
© 2026 Multimodal Institute

Published by Art Quam Anima Publishing New York,
an imprint of AQA PUBLISHING LLC

c/o Northwest Registered Agent, 418 Broadway Ste N
Albany, NY 12207, USA
+1 917-764-5470

publishing.artquamanima.com
Last updated: 2026-06-11

Persistent URI: https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0514-playful-cubist-appropriation-of-archimedes-
character.pdf


https://publishing.artquamanima.com
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0514-playful-cubist-appropriation-of-archimedes-character.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0514-playful-cubist-appropriation-of-archimedes-character.pdf

	Nanopublication — Playful Cubist Appropriation of Archimedes Character
	Claim 1: Playful Cubist Appropriation of Archimedes Character
	Context
	References

	Where this work lives
	Exhibitions
	Other works in this series
	Documented at
	Thematic Elements
	Epistemic profile
	Checksum (SHA-256)



