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CLAIM 1: ARCHAIC INVOCATION THROUGH GEOMETRIC
REDUCTION WITHIN A SCULPTURAL LINEAGE

I reduce the human face to its minimal geomet‐

ric  architecture  —  a  vertical  axis  for  the

nose, horizontal slits for the eyes, a curved

shell for the skull — to invoke an archaic,

liturgical presence. The work situates itself

within  a  lineage  of  sculptors  who  achieved

spiritual intensity through geometric simpli‐

fication: Brancusi [4]'s polished ovoids that

distill  the  head  to  pure  form,  Modigliani

[5]'s elongated faces that stretch portraiture

toward the iconic, the anonymous Cycladic [6]

carvers whose marble idols achieved devotional

power through radical abstraction, and the me‐

dieval makers of reliquary busts whose frontal

stillness served as vessels for sacred pres‐

ence.  Within  this  tradition,  QUIETNESS  [1]

seeks its own voice — flatter, more architec‐

tural,  blade-like.  The  closed  eyes,  sealed

mouth, and absolute frontal stillness access a

register of quietness that belongs to sacred

objects  and  ancient  devotional  forms.  The

title names what the form enacts: not absence

of sound, but a spiritual condition — contem‐

plative, inward, almost liturgical.

CONTEXT

QUIETNESS  belongs  to  the  Untamed  Creations

collection, which documents my free artistic

expression outside the systematic translitera‐

tion  frameworks  that  govern  the  Synesthetic

Explorations series. Where Synesthetic Explor‐

ations  follow  explicit  rules,  Untamed  Cre‐

ations  allow  direct  sculptural  thinking

without codified constraints.

The  archaic  references  are  intentional  and

layered. Cycladic sculpture (third millennium

BCE) achieves extraordinary presence through

geometric simplification — flat faces, trian‐

gular noses, minimal features. Brancusi pur‐

sued  a  similar  trajectory  through  different

means — polishing stone and bronze until the

head became an egg, a seed, a pure volume vi‐

brating with latent life. Modigliani, deeply

influenced by both African sculpture and Bran‐

cusi,  elongated  the  face  into  a  mask-like

frontality  that  hovers  between  portrait  and

icon.  Medieval  reliquary  busts  reduce  the

saint's  likeness  to  essential  frontality,

closed eyes signifying the soul's inward ori‐

entation. I draw on all of these not as quota‐

tion but as recognition: the geometric reduc‐

tion  of  the  face  has  always  served  as  a

vehicle for spiritual presence across cultures

and centuries. The elongated vertical format —

taller than it is wide, blade-like — amplifies

the sense of ascension and stillness.

The  piece  was  hand-formed  in  terre  petite

chamotte at the Profils [7] et Reliefs work‐

shop  in  Paris  under  master  ceramicist  Isis

Gondoin.  The  choice  of  this  fine-grog  clay

body is consistent across my ceramic practice,

providing structural integrity while allowing

the precise geometric planes that define the

work's formal language.
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[7]  Profils  et  Reliefs  ceramic  workshop,  Paris.  Master
ceramicist: Isis Gondoin.

WHERE THIS WORK LIVES

Series: Portraits

Collection: Untamed Creations

Technique: Ceramic

EXHIBITIONS

Rencontres au Marché de la Création (2024-04-23 → 2024-12-31,

Marché de la Création – Paris Montparnasse, Paris)

Salon d'art contemporain – Metamorphose, Paris (2024-12-26 →

2025-01-05, Halle des Blancs Manteaux, Paris)

Permanent Collection 2025 – Resonance in Form (2025-01-01 →

2025-12-31, arnaudquercy.art, Paris)

Paris Studio Visit (2025-02-18 → 2025-02-18, Artist's Studio,

Paris)

Marché d'Art Contemporain – Seine Port (2025-05-17 →

2025-05-17, MAC Seine-Port, Seine-Port)

Nuit des Artistes, St Germain-en-Laye, France (2025-05-24 →

2025-05-24, La Nuit des Artistes, Saint-Germain-en-Laye)

Marché de l'Art de Saint-Germain-en-Laye, 17ème édition –
France (2025-06-14 → 2025-06-14, Marché de l'Art, Saint-

Germain-en-Laye)

Salon d'art contemporain – Metamorphose 2025–2026, Paris
(2025-12-26 → 2026-01-04, Halle des Blancs Manteaux, Paris)

Art Quam Anima – Pre-opening (2026-01-31 → 2026-02-28, Art

Quam Anima, Paris)

Through the Aperture — Research on Harmony (2026-03-09 →

2026-05-30, Art Quam Anima, Paris)

OTHER WORKS IN THIS SERIES

Selfie on Oak Log

Ramon, the garden keeper

The old man and his hat

La professeur de français

The driver of Tram 28, Lisbon

A woman

A woman and her phone

The girl on the bus

The Douanier Rousseau

Ramon, the garden keeper - Variation 1

Mr Krueger

A Woman - Variation 1

Portrait with cat

« Gus », the shih tzu

Dreamer
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THEMATIC ELEMENTS

geometric facial reduction ceramic sculpture

Untamed Creations hand-sanded ceramic beeswax finish

Cycladic sculpture tradition Brancusi influence

fine-grog clay Profils et Reliefs Paris

contemporary ceramic head
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