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CLAIM 1: CHROMESTHETIC TRANSLATION OF THE AB MAJOR
TRIAD

I translate the Ab Major [1] triad — Ab, C, Eb
— into my chromesthetic color associations: Ab
appears as blue, and Eb as blue-vi-
olet. the two blue-
family tones (Ab and Eb) dominate the composi-

C as red,
In this first variation,
tion at over 70% combined surface area, while
C manifests as a concentrated red-orange ac-
2.5%. The
reflecting the

cent at approximately resulting
palette is overwhelmingly cool,
harmonic character of Ab Major as I perceive

it synesthetically.

CONTEXT

Ab Major is a chord dominated by cool tones in
my chromesthetic system. Both the root (Ab)
and the fifth (Eb) fall within the blue family
on the circle of fifths to color wheel map-
ping, while only the major third (C) breaks
warm as red. This creates an unusual situation
among the major triads: two of three chord
tones share a color family, producing a com-
position where the harmonic identity reads as
fundamentally cool with a single warm punctu-

ation.

of this
Blue

The k-means computational analysis
painting confirms the perceptual read.
accounts for 46.1% of the surface, blue-violet
for 24.6%, and violet for 26.8%, while red-or-
ange registers at just 2.5%. The temperature
bias measured at -0.68 (strongly cool) corrob-

orates what the eye sees immediately: this is

a blue painting with a red spot. That concen-
tration of the C tone into a small, vivid area
— rather than distributing it broadly — re-
flects how I hear the third within the chord:
present, essential to the major quality, but

not dominant.

This is the first variation I painted in the
Ab Major key within the Research on Harmony

series. As a first approach to this harmonic
material, it establishes the baseline chromes-
thetic character of the chord before sub-

sequent variations explore alternative spatial
arrangements and tonal balances.
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