Nanopublications — Multimodal Institute

AQCO0612 NAN-CTX000055

AQC0612 NAN-CTX000055

Nanopublication — Systematic Exploration of Bb Minor

Harmonic Tensions

by Arnaud Quercy [2] Bb minor - Research on Harmony

2024

© Arnaud Quercy - CC B¥-NC-ND 4.0 - @arnaudquercy

CLAIM 1: SYSTEMATIC EXPLORATION OF BB MINOR
HARMONIC TENSIONS

This painting is one of several études explor-
ing the Bb minor triad (Bb-Db-F) through my
chromesthetic color associations, as part of
my systematic research [1] into harmonic ten-
sions across all keys. Each variation invest-
igates different compositional arrangements of
(Bb),

and red-purple (F) — seeking

the same three mapped tones — purple
blue-green (Db),
to understand how spatial distribution and re-
lative visual weight can express harmonic re-

lationships.

CONTEXT

This work belongs to the Synesthetic Explora-
tions collection, a body of nearly two hundred
small- and medium-scale paintings that trans-
late musical harmony into visual composition.
The project proceeds systematically: I explore
triadic harmony across all semitones and ma-
jor/minor keys, producing multiple variations
for each chord to investigate the range of
compositional possibilities a single harmonic

structure can yield.

The Bb minor triad — Bb, Db, F

palette confined almost entirely to the purple

— maps to a

family: purple for the root, blue-green for

the minor third, and red-purple for the fifth.
This chromatic proximity presents a specific
compositional challenge. Unlike triads whose
mapped colors span a wider range of the spec-

trum, Bb minor demands that I find tension and

structure within a narrow band of related

hues. The variations I produce for this chord

are exercises in finding differentiation

within affinity.

AQC0612 is a medium-format acrylic on canvas
(30x40 cm),
études and the larger canvas works in the col-

situated between the small paper

lection. It derives, like all pieces in this

series, from piano voicings and harmonic stud-
ies at the keyboard, translated into visual

form.
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