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CLAIM 3: DELICACY AND CONSTRUCTION — CHOPIN'S DUAL
CHARACTER AS VISUAL FORM

The painting translates Chopin [3]'s dual
character in this Nocturne: a surface of great
delicacy built upon rigorous harmonic archi-
tecture. The color fields meet with soft edges
— forms overlap, nest, and breathe into one
another — yet the underlying composition is
with

planes that hold the structure together.

geometrically constructed, interlocking
This
mirrors what I hear in the Nocturne itself: a
melody of extraordinary gentleness carried by
a left hand whose arpeggiated patterns are
precisely engineered, each voice leading cal-

culated beneath the singing line.

CONTEXT

Not all musical sources produce the same visu-
al treatment in my practice. Rhythm changes in
Bb Major [1],
geometry and bold contrasts — the swing energy

for instance, generate angular
of jazz demands it. A simple triad étude might
produce clean, minimal color zones with little
compositional drama. Chopin's Nocturne Op. 32
No. 1 asks for something different: softness
that is not wvague, structure that does not

impose itself.

The *Andante sostenuto* marking sets the char-
acter — sustained, unhurried, carried forward.
The left hand arpeggios create a flowing har-
monic bed rather than rhythmic punctuation.
The melody floats above with a delicacy that
can sound almost improvised, though every note

is composed with care. In translating this

into paint, I find the equivalent in soft-
edged geometric planes: forms that are clearly
constructed and deliberately placed, but whose
boundaries dissolve slightly, allowing colors
to interact at their margins the way Chopin's
voices interact through sustained pedal and
legato phrasing. The painting is built, but it

breathes.
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