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CLAIM 1: THE BELL ARCH AS ENCODED TEMPORAL
STRUCTURE

In this étude, I translate the temporal shape

of the Lent movement — slow ascent, crest, re‐

turn — into a spatial configuration: the bell

arch. The codex does not produce a static im‐

age of the B minor [1] triad; it encodes the

movement  of  the  chord  through  time  and  re‐

gister as a visual gesture. The arch is not

illustration  but  transliteration:  the  same

structural skeleton, carried across modalit‐

ies.

CONTEXT

Ideamorphism names the practice of carrying an

idea across expressive modalities while pre‐

serving its structural relationships — its in‐

variant. In this étude, the invariant is not

the chord itself but the shape of its unfold‐

ing: a slow temporal arc that rises through

register, reaches a high point, and returns.

That arc is what the bell arch encodes. The

compositional structure of the painting — the

way forms rise from the near-black bass zone

at the bottom toward the pale, high-register

orange at the top, then resolve — is not a

metaphor for the musical gesture; it is the

same gesture, transliterated.

The register-luminosity mapping, central to my

chromesthetic codex, operates here not only as

a color rule but as the mechanism of temporal

translation:  low  register  darkens  toward

black,  high  register  bleaches  toward  white,

and the arc of brightness across the painting

traces the arc of the étude through time. What

the codex makes possible — through its formal

rules (Proposition 14) — is the encoding of a

dynamic structure, not merely a static chord

portrait.

Variation  6  is  the  wider  statement  of  this

same arch: the spread from B1 to D6 extends

the temporal span, and the painting's propor‐

tions open accordingly. The invariant survives

the expansion. This is the behavior ideamorph‐

ism predicts: structural identity across vari‐

ation in scale (Proposition 3).
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