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CLAIM 2: ILLUSTRATION OR EMBODIMENT — A QUESTION
THE SERIES CARRIES

In making this piece, I was trying to hold a

distinction I find difficult to resolve: the

[1] difference between illustrating the idea‐

morphic  transmission  model  in  three  dimen‐

sions, and actually embodying it. Illustration

would mean: here is a diagram of the model,

rendered in clay and wood. Embodiment would

mean: the sculpture is itself an instance of

the model in action — a wave structured to

diffract through ouvertures that may or may

not know the theory behind it. I am not cer‐

tain which this piece achieves. I am not sure

the question can be answered from inside the

making. A viewer who knows nothing of idea‐

morphism may encounter the piece purely as a

formal composition — balance, geometry, mater‐

ial contrast — and create something from it

that has nothing to do with my intention. That

would satisfy Proposition 16 (Alterity of Re‐

ception) and Proposition 13 (Generative Loss).

A viewer who knows the framework may recognize

the intentional invariant and experience the

ricochet. Both receptions are valid. Neither

tells me whether the sculpture illustrates or

embodies. The framework predicts both equally.

What I find productive about this uncertainty

is  that  it  may  itself  be  a  test  for  the

Dramatis Personae series as a whole. If the

series is only illustration — a set of sculp‐

tural diagrams for readers of the Propositions

— it closes down the interpretive space. If it

is embodiment, it remains open to ouvertures

that arrive without the theory. Whether sculp‐

ture is an adequate medium for this kind of

theoretical work, and whether this series ac‐

cumulates  into  a  coherent  attempt  or  dis‐

perses, are questions only iteration will an‐

swer. The Public Scribe is the second work.

The question travels with it.
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