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Nanopublication — Is rationalism a real kind or just
a useful label from Descartes to Conway
by Arnaud Quercy

This is a Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy

entry on the historiography of early modern

rationalism — an epistemological survey debat‐

ing  whether  'rationalism'  names  a  natural

kind, an eliminable fiction, or a useful in‐

strumentalist lens across Descartes, Spinoza,

Leibniz, Amo, Cavendish, and Conway; it con‐

tains  no  artist,  emitter,  receiver,  wave,

sense-organ, codex, or diffraction event for

the ideamorphism propositions to grip, and its

surface rhyme with 'instrumentalism' or 'in‐

stituted unity' is verbal echo rather than a

testable engagement with any P1-P31 claim.

DECLINED — NO-PURCHASE [1]

PROPOSITIONAL GRID [2]

Read this grid. “Not evaluated” does not mean

the  source  has  nothing  to  say  about  that

proposition.  It  means  the  reading  did  not

instruct  it.  That  is  not  a  result,  and  it

counts in no denominator. A silence, by con‐

trast, is a finding: the reading touched the

proposition without concluding, or noted its

absence itself.

Not evaluated (37) — P1, P2, P3, P3a, P4, P5,

P6, P7, P8, P9, P10, P11, P12, P13, P14, P14a,

P14b,  P15,  P16,  P16a,  P17,  P18,  P18a,  P19,

P19a, P20, P21, P22, P23, P24, P25, P26, P27,

P28, P29, P30, P31

Overall verdict:  DECLINED:no-purchase — tax‐

onomy of the August 2026 pass, predating the

move to relational verdicts. Kept as metadata:

the gap between the two forms is data, not

residue. This reading’s judgement is in the

grid above.

Reading of 2026-04-17 · model claude-sonnet-5
· source 119,998 chars · 1 attempt(s)

FIRST PASS — KEPT AS WRITTEN

Reading produced by the T50 RSS pass, before

the boundary lens. It is reproduced UNCORREC‐

TED. Keeping it is the point: without it, a

changed title is just a changed title — with

it,  what  the  second  pass  refused  becomes

legible.

Title it carried : « Early Modern Rationalism

and the Codex of Diffraction »

This article on the philosophical movement of

early modern rationalism touches on core idea‐

morphic concepts. The rationalists' emphasis

on  systematic,  rule-based  reasoning  can  be

seen as a codex - a formal system that struc‐

tures and constrains the emission of ideas. At

the same time, the diffraction of these ra‐

tionalist  ideas  through  the  diverse  'ouver‐

tures' of different thinkers and schools of

thought produced a multiplicity of divergent

philosophical systems, rather than a single,

unified rationalist doctrine. This speaks to

the ideamorphic principle that a single emis‐

sion  will  generate  distinct  creations  when

passed through different receivers. The art‐

icle thus illuminates how the interplay of co‐

dex and ouverture, and the productive loss in‐

herent in diffraction, shapes the development

of intellectual paradigms.

T50 RSS assessment · 2026-04-17 · remplacée par boundary-

lens-2026-08
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EPISTEMIC PROFILE

Claim type boundary reading

Voice third person analysis

Epistemic

status

no purchase

Methodology Boundary-finding lens applied to one source,

model claude-sonnet-5, 1 attempt(s),

traceability check passed.
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