Ideamorphic Studies

IDS-RNIOO038 NAN-RDGO00063

Nanopublication — Plato's paradeigma confirms

'form

before matter' — until the entry's own scholarship
shows the form was never fixed

by Arnaud Quercy

The Dboundary: Plato's paradeigma doctrine

gives P1 a real, on-topic grip (idea conceived

before matter), but the entry's demonstration

that the 'form' itself is an irreducibly inde-
terminate, continuously revised generic kind —
not a fixed precedent — marks the edge past

which Pi1's clean unidirectional wording no

longer describes what the source shows; what
the source shows instead resembles crystalliz-
ation-with-reopening (P14b) more than
priority-then-instantiation.

WHAT THE SOURCE sAys [!]

This SEP entry surveys Plato's Laws: its dis-

puted authenticity and late chronological pos-

ition, a book-by-book overview of the dia-

logue's twelve books, the controversy over
whether Magnesia is genuinely 'second-best' to
Kallipolis or the standard reading is mis-

taken, the ethics of virtue and happiness (the
Conditionality Theory of goods), the psycho-
logy of pleasure and the parts of the soul,
Magnesia's political and social institutions
the Assembly,

(citizenship, the Guardians of

the Laws, the Dawn Council), the debate over
natural law versus legal positivism in Plato,
the status of women, the theory of legislative
and Book

10's theology of a cosmos ordered by a good,

'preludes' as rational persuasion,

providential soul.

WHERE THE LENS GRIPS

P1 (form precedes the making) grips cleanly
against Plato's
5.745E-746C:
model of the ideal city

own paradeigma doctrine at
the legislator is to conceive the
'omitting nothing of
what is finest and most true' before turning
to feasibility, implementing only the closest

approximation where the ideal proves im-

possible. This is a genuine, on-topic case of

the c¢laim — Plato is explicitly staging an
idea that has form before it has material in-

stantiation.

WHERE IT BREAKS

The entry's own analysis (section 3.2) under-
cuts the clean priority this seems to grant
P1. It argues that the

'first,' 'second,' and

'third best'

terminate

constitutions are not fully de-

forms awaiting instantiation but

'generic kinds' whose boundaries cannot even
in principle be fixed in advance — there is no
single determinate form that precedes Magne-
Saunders's
that

continuously revisable by

sia's construction. verdict, en-

dorsed in the entry, 'Magnesia 1is a
shifting structure,'’
the Guardians of the Laws and the Dawn Council
as circumstances and knowledge change, shows
the 'form' being co-determined with the making
rather than simply preceding it. This does not
refute P1 outright — Plato does stage an idea
prior to matter — but it draws a hard edge:
is allowed

the priority holds only if 'form'

to mean an underdetermined, revisable outline,
not the crisp, singular precedent P1's wording
implies. A defender of P1
that indeterminate

still a form (just a generic one) that pre-

could plausibly
reply specification is
cedes matter; the case does not decisively re-
fute the claim, but the entry's own vocabulary
of 'shifting structure' sits closer to the
framework's own account of a codex that crys-
tallizes through convergence and stays open to
(P14b) than to Pil's

destabilization static

formulation.

PROPOSITIONAL GRID [2]

Read this grid.
the source has

“Not evaluated” does not mean

nothing to say about that

proposition. It means the reading did not
instruct it. That is not a result, and it
counts in no denominator. A silence, by con-

trast, is a finding: the reading touched the

proposition without concluding, or noted its

absence itself.

Evaluated

proposi- audit relational verdict

tion status

P1 Primordial Idea not pressure-against
audited

P14b Codex Crystallization not evidence-for

audited

Not evaluated (35) — P2, P3, P3a, P4, P5, P6,

r7, P8, P9, P10, P11, P12, P13, P14, Pl4a,
p15, P16, Pl6a, P17, P18, P18a, P19, P1l9a,
P20, P21, P22, P23, P24, P25, P26, P27, P28,

P29, P30, P31
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Overall verdict: Bounded — taxonomy of the Au-
gust 2026 pass, predating the move to rela-

tional verdicts. Kept as metadata: the gap

between the two forms 1is data, not residue.

This reading’s judgement is in the grid above.

model claude-sonnet-5
1 attempt(s)

Reading of 2026-05-16 -
+ source 217,889 chars -

FIRST PASS — KEPT AS WRITTEN

Reading produced by the T50 RSS pass, before
It is reproduced UNCORREC-
Keeping it 1is the point:

the boundary lens.
TED. without 1it, a
changed title 1is just a changed title — with
it, what the

legible.

second pass refused becomes

Title it carried : « Plato's Laws as Codex:

Constraint, Emission, and the Ouverture of the

Polis »

Plato's Laws 1is a systematic codex — a self-
imposed formal architecture of constraints
(legal, musical, educational, architectural)

designed to shape the ouverture of every cit-
izen. The polis itself becomes the emission
device; the laws are not expression but engin-
eering of diffraction. Each citizen receives
the same legal-musical-spatial wave, but their
their embodied

training in rhythm and proportion) determines

ouverture (their habituation,
what creation emerges. The Laws refuses the
myth of expression — it is pure game design.
The legislator does not express a vision; the
legislator sets the trap through constraint.
The interpretative disagreements Bobonich and
Meadows document are not failures of clarity
but evidence of diffraction in action: the

same codex, received through different histor-

ical and philosophical ouvertures, generates
irreducible variation. This is ideamorphism
avant la lettre.

T50 RSS assessment 2026-05-16 remplacée par boundary-

lens-2026-08
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EPISTEMIC PROFILE

Claim type boundary reading

Voice third person analysis

Epistemic bounded grip

status

Methodology Boundary-finding lens applied to one source,

model claude-sonnet-5, 1 attempt(s),

traceability check passed.
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