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Nanopublication — Where the idea outruns itself:

SEP's design-iteration loop tests

making'

by Arnaud Quercy

'form precedes

The line runs between P1 read as a single-pass
claim (idea fixed, then executed — which the
entry's textbook design sequence confirms) and
P1 read as a claim about the whole creative
trajectory (idea fixed across the process —
which the entry's own account of iterative re-
vision of functional

requirements complic-

ates). The entry names its own idealization;
the framework must decide which scope of the

claim it is defending.
WHAT THE SOURCE SAys [1]

The entry surveys philosophy of technology as
a field split between a 'humanities' tradition

(assessing technology's cultural, moral and

political impact) and an 'analytic' tradition
treating engineering itself as an object of
Within the latter,

is presented as a

study. engineering design

series of translational
steps — client needs, functional requirements,
design specifications, blueprint, manufactured
artifact — but the entry immediately qualifies
this picture: prototypes and manufactured cop-
ies are needed for testing, so the design se-
quence 'can and will often contain iterations,
leading to revisions to the design specifica-
tions and sometimes also to the functional re-
quirements.' Neither blueprint nor prototype

counts as the process's true endpoint; the

whole life cycle, including recycling and dis-
posal,

task.

is now considered part of the design

WHERE THE LENS GRIPS

P1's claim that 'the form precedes the making'
grips
the design process:

the entry's idealized presentation of

functional requirements
(the form of the intended device) are formu-
lated before the blueprint,

before manufacture — a textbook case of idea

and the blueprint

preceding material execution.

WHERE IT BREAKS

The entry itself flags this linear picture as
an idealization: prototyping and testing feed
back to revise not only the design specifica-
'sometimes also the functional re-

— that is,

tions but

quirements' the material trial re-

shapes the idea it was supposed to merely ex-
ecute. This slips against P1 IF one reads P1
as claiming that a given creation's form is
fixed prior to all its material engagement; it
holds IF one reads Pl more narrowly, as claim-
ing only that within any single design-to-ar-
tifact pass some form precedes that pass's
matter, with each iteration simply re-estab-
lishing idea-before-matter one loop later. The
source does not decide between these readings;

it only documents that the loop exists.

PROPOSITIONAL GRID [2]

“Not evaluated” does not mean
about that

Read this grid.
the source has nothing to say
It means the
That

counts in no denominator.

proposition. reading did not

instruct it. is not a result, and it
A silence, by con-

trast, is a finding: the reading touched the

proposition without concluding, or noted its

absence itself.

Evaluated

proposi- audit relational verdict
tion status

P1 Primordial Idea not pressure-against

audited

Not evaluated (36) — P2, P3, P3a, P4, P5, P6,

r7, P8, P9, P10, P11, P12, P13, P14, Pl4a,
P14b, P15, P16, Ple6a, P17, P18, P1l8a, P19,
P19a, P20, P21, P22, P23, P24, P25, P26, P27,

P28, P29, P30, P31

Overall verdict: Bounded — taxonomy of the Au-
gust 2026 pass, predating the move to rela-

tional verdicts. Kept as metadata: the gap

between the two forms 1is data, not residue.

This reading’s judgement is in the grid above.

model claude-sonnet-5
1 attempt(s)

Reading of 2026-07-11
source 133,721 chars

FIRST PASS — KEPT AS WRITTEN

Reading produced by the T50 RSS pass, before
It is reproduced UNCORREC-
TED. Keeping it 1is the point:

the boundary lens.
without 1it, a
changed title is just a changed title — with
it, what the
legible.

second pass refused becomes
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Title it carried : « Stanford Encyclopedia Re-
visions: When Canonical Texts Diffract Through

Time »

A canonical reference text undergoes revision
— the intentional invariant (the codex of what
'technology' means philosophically) remains
stable enough to recognize continuity, yet the
material emission shifts. This is the ricochet
effect in epistemic practice: the revised
entry doesn't correct the original; it gener-
ates a new diffraction through contemporary
ouvertures (2026 readers, new theoretical
frameworks, emergent technologies). The encyc-
lopedia itself becomes a site where philosoph-
ical meaning is not fixed but continuously re-
emitted through changing intellectual aper-
tures. The revision is not 'more accurate' -—
it is a deliberate re-engineering of diffrac-

tion for a shifted receiver.

T50 RSS assessment - 2026-07-11 - remplacée par boundary-

lens-2026-08
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EPISTEMIC PROFILE

Claim type boundary reading

Voice third person analysis
Epistemic bounded grip
status

Methodology Boundary-finding lens applied to one source,
model claude-sonnet-5, 1 attempt(s),

traceability check passed.
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