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Nanopublication — A photograph engineered for one
reading breaks the receiver-sovereignty claim

by Arnaud Quercy

The boundary is between an emission designed
to open a field of legitimate divergent cre-
ations and an emission designed to close one
down onto a single verified moral fact — this
photograph, and the genre it belongs to, sits
which 1is the side the

framework's reception theory did not anticip-

on the closing side,

ate.
WHAT THE SOURCE SAys [1]

Hyperallergic reports that Carol Guzy's photo
ICE,"
apart after an immigration court hearing, won
the 2026 World Press Photo of the Year.
states she wants the image to be painful and

'Separated by showing a family torn

Guzy
to jolt viewers out of complacency about gov-

Other
Guatemalan wartime sexual violence

ernment immigration policy. winners
(Gaza aid,
trials, a Hong Kong fire, a Kyiv missile
strike) share a similar documentary function:
bearing verifiable witness to specific, named,
dated events, with casualty counts and court
records anchoring the images to a single fac-
tual referent. The winning images will circu-
late globally through a traveling exhibition

to millions of viewers.

WHERE THE LENS GRIPS

Nothing — the reading reports none. The field

is left empty by design: 1inventing an edge
where the lens grips cleanly,
it fails,
exists to avoid.

or a grip where

is the very fault this 1instrument

WHERE IT BREAKS

The reception cluster (P17, P23, P26) is the

only part of the framework with vocabulary

that touches this source at all, and there it

slips. P17 claims every reception is equally
legitimate regardless of content — an 'uncal-
ibrated' viewer who diffracts into a reading

sympathetic to the enforcement action would,
by P17's own terms, be an equally valid cre-
ation. But the genre's entire authority rests
on the opposite: Guzy's declared aim ('this
photo should be painful to view,' 'stir people
out of complacency') and the source's insist-
ence on court records and death tolls are at-
tempts to force convergence on a single moral/
factual field of

reading, not to open a

equally legitimate divergent ones. A wildly
divergent reading here would be treated by
photojournalistic ethics as misreading or pro-
paganda, not as a second legitimate creation.
This slips IF one reads Guzy's stated intent
as demanding a specific outcome, which contra-
dicts P26's claim that induced diffraction
only structures conditions without dictating
the creation, and contradicts P17's claim that
It holds —

the break softens — if one reads her intent

divergence carries no hierarchy.

only as engineering a jolt (P23) rather than a
verdict, leaving the actual content of each
viewer's response open even while the intended
fixed. The

vocabulary for the evidentiary stakes (named

direction is framework has no
victims, court hearings, casualty counts) that

make convergence, not multiplicity, the

measure of this image's success.
PROPOSITIONAL GRID [2]
“Not evaluated” does not mean

about that
reading did not

Read this grid.
the source has nothing to say
It means the
That

counts in no denominator.

proposition.
instruct it. is not a result, and it
A silence, by con-

trast, is a finding: the reading touched the

proposition without concluding, or noted its

absence itself.

Evaluated

proposi- audit relational verdict

tion status

P17 Multiplication of Creation not pressure-against
audited

P23 The Diffraction Imperative not open-question
audited

P26 Induced Diffraction not pressure-against

audited

Not evaluated (34) — P1, P2, P3, P3a, P4, P5,
P6, P7, P8, P9, P10, P11, P12, P13, P14, Pl4a,

P14b, P15, P16, Pl6a, P18, P18a, P19, P19a,
p20, P21, P22, P24, P25, P27, P28, P29, P30,
P31

Overall verdict: Breaks — taxonomy of the Au-

gust 2026 pass, predating the move to rela-

tional verdicts. Kept as metadata: the gap

between the two forms 1is data, not residue.

This reading’s judgement is in the grid above.

model claude-sonnet-5
1 attempt(s)

Reading of 2026-04-24
source 5,096 chars
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FIRST PASS — KEPT AS WRITTEN

Reading produced by the T50 RSS pass, before
the boundary lens. It i1s reproduced UNCORREC-
TED. Keeping it 1is the point: without 1it, a
changed title is just a changed title — with
it, what the second pass refused becomes

legible.

Carol Guzy's World Press Photo is a case of
engineered diffraction through what Quercy
would call 'calibrated incompleteness.' The
image captures a moment of rupture—two girls
clinging to their father's shirt as he is de-
tained—but it does NOT show the full narrat-
ive. The viewer must supply the context, the
before, the after, the systemic violence. The
photograph's power lies precisely in this gap,
this generative loss. The physical invariant
is stable: the girls, the shirt, the hands,
the moment. But the intentional invariant—why
this frame, why this angle, why this moment of
all moments—activates only through the receiv-
er's ouverture. The photographer's codex (what
constitutes a press image that 'stirs people
out of complacency') is revealed through the
ricochet: the award itself becomes a statement
about what the image generated, not what it
intended. The image diffracts differently
through each viewer's political consciousness,
trauma history, and capacity for empathy.
Guzy's statement—'I hope it stirs'—acknow-
ledges that the work is not complete until it
moves through the receiver.

T50 RSS assessment -+ 2026-04-24 - remplacée par boundary-

lens-2026-08
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EPISTEMIC PROFILE

Claim type boundary reading
Voice third person analysis
Epistemic refutation

status

Methodology Boundary-finding lens applied to one source,
model claude-sonnet-5, 1 attempt(s),

traceability check passed.
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