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Nanopublication — A ChatGPT 'translation'

of

Clockwork Orange tests where the skeleton ends and

the skin begins

by Arnaud Quercy

The boundary the source draws is between what
a transliteration carries by default (informa-
tional/physical content) and what it carries
only on demand, through dialogue about the co-
dex (the intentional invariant) — and it ex-
poses that P3's single-layer 'skeleton' meta-
phor cannot by itself say which parts of a
form count as skeleton until P3a's two-layer
split is invoked; the Nadsat case is the con-

crete instance where that call has to be made.
WHAT THE SOURCE SAys [1]

The Atlantic piece Weinberg discusses argues
that Americans read more text than ever but
less sustained,

complex prose, with declining

comprehension skills; a striking anecdote re-
student wusing ChatGPT to

Anthony Burgess's A Clockwork Or-

ports a Harvard
'translate’
ange into easier language because he found the
prose (Nadsat,
hard. A commenter (Matt L) notes the diffi-

culty isn't decorative — Nadsat is a deliber-

the novel's invented slang) too

ately opaque register that enacts the reader's
disorientation inside Alex's subculture, so a
reader defeated by it is arguably experiencing
exactly what the text is doing, not failing to

get past an obstacle to it.

WHERE THE LENS GRIPS

P3a's split between physical and intentional
invariant grips cleanly on the Nadsat case:
the ChatGPT paraphrase can carry the physical/
informational layer (plot, events — what hap-
pens to Alex) across the modality shift from
dense slang to plain English, but the inten-
tional invariant — why Burgess wrote it as es-
tranging, why the difficulty is the point — is
and P3a

predicts this precisely: the intentional layer

exactly what the paraphrase discards,

is 'not automatically transmitted by percep-
'latent...

This also lands

tion of the physical layer,' it is
activatable through dialogue.'
on P2's CURRENT narrowed claim: having already
dropped 'toute' (every idea), the case sup-
ports the narrowing rather than the original
universal claim — some ideational identities
(Nadsat's

the vessel change intact.

alienation-effect) do not survive

WHERE IT BREAKS

P3's flat claim —
structural

'every transliteration pre-

serves elements... the skeleton

survives the crossing' — is complicated, not

confirmed, by this case. The Nadsat register
is arguably part of the skeleton (it is the
mechanism by which the novel does its work),
yet it 1is precisely what the ChatGPT para-
phrase strips while 1leaving plot intact. P3
slips IF one reads 'structural elements' as

including register-level, form-constitutive
devices like Nadsat — the case then shows the
skeleton does NOT automatically survive. It
holds

rather than structure,

IF one reads Nadsat as surface/style
with plot counting as
the true skeleton — a defensible but contest-
able reading, since a Burgess scholar could
insist the slang is structural, not stylistic.
P3a's finer two-layer distinction is what ac-
tually resolves the ambiguity that P3 alone

leaves unresolved.

PROPOSITIONAL GRID [2]

Read this grid.
the source has

“Not evaluated” does not mean
nothing to say about that
It means the
That

counts in no denominator.

proposition. reading did not

instruct it. is not a result, and it
A silence, by con-

trast, is a finding: the reading touched the

proposition without concluding, or noted its

absence itself.

Evaluated

proposi- audit relational verdict

tion status

P2 Transliteration audited [3] |evidence-for

P3 Invariants not pressure-against
audited

P3a Double Structure of the In- | not evidence-for

variant audited

What was instructed. These propositions have
been judged and carry a current statement: it
is that statement the reading tested, not the

founding one.

P2 — judged in Note 01
the statement is narrowed:

current statement
it loses

« transportée » and « toute »
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Not evaluated (34) — P1, P4, P5, P6, P7, PS8,

P9, P10, P11, P12, P13, P14, Pl4a, P14b, P15,
P16, Pleéa, P17, P18, P18a, P19, P19a, P20,
P21, P22, P23, P24, P25, P26, P27, P28, P29,
P30, P31

Overall verdict: Bounded — taxonomy of the Au-
gust 2026 pass, predating the move to rela-

tional verdicts. Kept as metadata: the gap

between the two forms 1is data, not residue.

This reading’s judgement is in the grid above.

model claude-sonnet-5
1 attempt(s)

Reading of 2026-07-14
source 42,782 chars

FIRST PASS — KEPT AS WRITTEN

Reading produced by the T50 RSS pass, before
It is reproduced UNCORREC-

TED. Keeping it 1is the point:

the boundary lens.
without 1it, a
changed title 1is just a changed title — with
it, what the
legible.

second pass refused becomes

This is a diagnosis of the dilution crisis ap-
plied to textual reception. The article notes:
'Americans are probably reading more words
What has
and how.' Maximum emission (emails,
texts, X posts, Reddit threads,

tions),

than ever before. changed is what
they read,
Instagram cap-
diffraction. The

fragments attention into

minimum platform
'textual fragments'—
each one designed for immediate recognition,
algorithmic optimization, and minimal receiver
contribution. The codex of sustained reading

(long-form narrative, complex syntax, delayed
gratification) has been replaced by the codex
of the fragment (rapid scanning, semantic com-
instant feedback).

loss of reading;

pression, This 1is not a

it is a loss of the ouverture
that reading requires. The receiver's aperture
has been engineered by the platform to reject
is the ca-

diffraction. 'Sustained attention'

pacity for generative loss; its erosion means

fewer gaps where creation can occur.

T50 RSS assessment 2026-07-14 remplacée par boundary-

lens-2026-08
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EPISTEMIC PROFILE

Claim type boundary reading

Voice third person analysis

Epistemic bounded grip

status

Methodology Boundary-finding lens applied to one source,

model claude-sonnet-5, 1 attempt(s),

traceability check passed.
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