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Nanopublication — Photobook publisher Steidl faces
insolvency as unpaid wages spark labor-court claims
by Arnaud Quercy

This is a business/legal news report about a

publisher's  insolvency  proceedings,  unpaid

salaries, and labor-court claims — a corpor‐

ate-financial  event  with  no  engagement  with

ideation, transliteration, codex, or diffrac‐

tion dynamics for the framework to test itself

against.

DECLINED — NO-PURCHASE [1]

PROPOSITIONAL GRID [2]

Read this grid. “Not evaluated” does not mean

the  source  has  nothing  to  say  about  that

proposition.  It  means  the  reading  did  not

instruct  it.  That  is  not  a  result,  and  it

counts in no denominator. A silence, by con‐

trast, is a finding: the reading touched the

proposition without concluding, or noted its

absence itself.

Not evaluated (37) — P1, P2, P3, P3a, P4, P5,

P6, P7, P8, P9, P10, P11, P12, P13, P14, P14a,

P14b,  P15,  P16,  P16a,  P17,  P18,  P18a,  P19,

P19a, P20, P21, P22, P23, P24, P25, P26, P27,

P28, P29, P30, P31

Overall verdict:  DECLINED:no-purchase — tax‐

onomy of the August 2026 pass, predating the

move to relational verdicts. Kept as metadata:

the gap between the two forms is data, not

residue. This reading’s judgement is in the

grid above.

Reading of 2026-07-17 · model claude-sonnet-5
· source 6,164 chars · 1 attempt(s)

FIRST PASS — KEPT AS WRITTEN

Reading produced by the T50 RSS pass, before

the boundary lens. It is reproduced UNCORREC‐

TED. Keeping it is the point: without it, a

changed title is just a changed title — with

it,  what  the  second  pass  refused  becomes

legible.

Steidl's crisis is a structural instance of

the dilution crisis articulated in the mani‐

festo. Steidl represents a codex—a singular,

embodied  system  of  constraints  (material

choices,  design  philosophy,  curation  stand‐

ards)  that  shaped  how  photographs  diffract

into books. The publisher's ouverture was not

algorithmic recognition but deliberate resist‐

ance: careful material selection, limited edi‐

tions, editorial rigor. The collapse of the

photobook  industry  (as  Steidl  notes:  'Times

are very bad for the book industry') reflects

the platform's victory: maximum emission (in‐

finite  digital  images),  minimum  diffraction

(algorithmic  curation,  algorithmic  recogni‐

tion). Steidl's insolvency is not merely eco‐

nomic—it signals the erosion of the conditions

under which a codex can survive. The manifesto

warns:  'Go  where  the  platform  is  not.  The

platform  is  the  dilution  engine.'  Steidl's

crisis is the material consequence of the di‐

lution crisis—a publisher whose entire prac‐

tice depended on resistance to algorithmic re‐

cognition cannot compete in a system optimized

for it.

T50 RSS assessment · 2026-07-17 · remplacée par boundary-

lens-2026-08
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EPISTEMIC PROFILE

Claim type boundary reading

Voice third person analysis

Epistemic

status

no purchase

Methodology Boundary-finding lens applied to one source,

model claude-sonnet-5, 1 attempt(s),

traceability check passed.
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