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Nanopublication — A stub biography offers a genuine

sliver on borrowed vs.

built codex,

but the material-

history is too thin to test crystallization

by Arnaud Quercy

The boundary sits between two adjacent read-
the
influence-vs-instinct quote gives P21 genuine,

ings of the same biographical fragment:

if slight, purchase because the artist himself
names the tension; the materials-history gives
Pl14a only apparent purchase because nothing in
convenience.

the text rises above practical

The article's paywall cutoff, arriving just as
the working process might have been described,
is what keeps this at the boundary rather than

settling it either way.

CONTEXT

K Thin page — the source itself is thin (teas-
er, notice, paywalled preamble). Distinct from
truncation: nothing was cut by the pipeline.

WHAT THE SOURCE SAys [!]

A profile of Brooklyn-born,
Millien,

sculptures appear in MoMA PS1l's Greater New

self-taught artist

Dean whose aluminum-foil animal
York. Millien began making his own toys as a
child after his father discarded them in frus-
paper),
eventually settling on aluminum foil for its
and household He

works within organizations supporting artists

tration, first from scrap (sponges,

durability availability.

with disabilities, describes strong intuition

about his own aesthetic choices, and cites
viewing a Duchamp retrospective as directional
inspiration ('great artists give me an idea of
where I should go') while insisting he trusts
his own artistic instincts. The article is cut
off by a paywall before any account of his
working process or the internal logic of the

animal forms.

WHERE THE LENS GRIPS

P21's distinction between relaying another's
codex (counterfeit diffraction) and building
one's own finds a thin but real edge in Milli-
en's own words: he takes Duchamp as a direc-
tional cue ('great artists give me an idea of
where I should go') while explicitly asserting
he trusts his own instinct rather than the

borrowed logic — the tension the proposition

names between influence and codex ownership is
voiced by the subject himself, not imposed by

the reading.

WHERE IT BREAKS

If pushed onto Pl4a (proto-codex toward crys-
tallization), the sponge-to-paper-to-foil ma-
the

piece supplies only practical reasons for set-

terial history is too thin to bear it:
tling on foil (durability, household availab-
ility), not an aesthetic or codex-level logic
explaining why these forms according to what
internal rule. Any biography of 'artist tries
several materials before settling on the prac-
tical one' would satisfy this shape equally —
a cheap fit, not evidence of a codex conver-
ging.

PROPOSITIONAL GRID [2]

Read this grid. “Not evaluated” does not mean

the source has nothing to say about that
proposition. It means the reading did not
instruct it. That is not a result, and it
counts in no denominator. A silence, by con-

trast, is a finding: the reading touched the

proposition without concluding, or noted its

absence itself.

Evaluated

audit relational verdict

status

proposi-
tion
Pl4a

The Proto-Codex not

audited

triviality-warning

P21 Codex Authenticity not evidence-for

audited
Remarkable silences

2 called for by what the reading found, and

absent from the source.

P1 — Primordial Idea
the reading establishes that Millien produces
distinct animal sculptures and describes his
own aesthetic intuition, but judging whether
these forms embody a principle of order (P1)
the of the

and the reading itself notes this is

requires internal 1logic animal
forms,

exactly what the paywall withholds.

P6 — Gestural Intention
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the reading establishes that Millien physic-
ally manufactures his sculptures from aluminum
foil through a hands-on craft, but determining
whether this gesture is the idea itself (P6)
requires an account of his working process,
and the reading explicitly states the paywall

cuts off before any such account.

Not evaluated (33) — P2, P3, P3a, P4, P5, P7,
P8, P9, P10, P11, P12, P13, P14, P14b, P15,
P16, P1l6a, P17, P18, P18a, P19, P19a, P20,
P22, P23, P24, P25, P26, P27, P28, P29, P30,
P31

Overall verdict: Bounded / Cheap fit — boundary
case — taxonomy of the August 2026 pass, pred-
ating the move to relational verdicts. Kept as
metadata: the gap between the two forms 1is
data, not residue. This reading’s judgement is
in the grid above.

Reading of 2026-08-18 - model claude-sonnet-5
+ source 4,005 chars -+ 1 attempt(s)
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EPISTEMIC PROFILE

Claim type boundary reading

Voice third person analysis
Epistemic bounded grip
status

Methodology Boundary-finding lens applied to one source,
model claude-sonnet-5, 1 attempt(s),
traceability check passed.
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