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'badge of color' fits the

the framework's codex has no

scale for an instituted canon of taste

by Arnaud Quercy

at the level
the
lens grips cleanly — Hall's reading of Du Bois
not the

The finding is a split by scale:
of a single perceptual/interpretive act,
independently arrives at 'the rule,

organ,' and Davis's blues singers independ-

differentiated
At the 1level the source actually

ently instantiate designed,
diffraction.
cares about most — a canon of taste instituted
non-consensually across centuries as an in-
strument of racial hierarchy — the framework's
codex has no register: its vocabulary (proto-

codex, crystallization, synchronization, bor-

rowing) is built for consenting emitters, and
this source's object is a rule none of its

subjects consented to.
WHAT THE SOURCE SAys [!]

The entry surveys how aesthetics and race are

mutually entangled: racial categorization re-

lies on visible markers (skin tone, bone
structure, hair) that feel immediately given
to 'the eye,' yet theorists from Du Bois

through Stuart Hall argue this apparent imme-
diacy is itself produced by interpretive and
normative protocols that make bodily differ-
ence socially legible. The essay tracks how

(Kant, Burke)
built supposedly universal standards of taste
and beauty that

European

Enlightenment aesthetics Hume,

in practice excluded non-

subjects from being recognized as
long 1line of
Hall,

Ferreira da Silva,

qualified judges, and how a

thinkers (Douglass, Du Bois, Baldwin,
Anzaldua,
Mbembe,

tions of form,

Lorde, Gilroy,
and contemporaries) have reworked no-
embodiment,

address, temporal-

ity, and multiplicity to hold aesthetics and

racialization together without collapsing

either into the other.

WHERE THE LENS GRIPS

P11's current reading —
the RULE,
ouvertures — grips cleanly on Hall's gloss of
what

access runs through
not the organ; the senses are not

Du Bois's 'badge of color': 'looks liter-
ally as if it fixes race in all its material-
ity — the obvious visibility of black bodies —
is actually functioning as a set of signifiers

that direct us to read the bodily inscription

of racial difference.' The felt directness of
the eye is precisely the effect of a rule (a
signifying protocol), not the organ delivering
this

race unmediated -— is the proposition's

own claim, independently produced by a non-
P26 (Induced

Diffraction) finds a real instance in Angela

framework source. Secondarily,

Davis's account of women's blues singers de-
ploying 'multi-voiced modes of musical address
that communicate different
of different

Black audiences' -—

meanings to audi-

ences races and heterogeneous
a deliberately engineered
P17 (Multi-

plication of Creation) grips the same passage:

wave rather than a passive one.
differentiated, equally legitimate receptions

keyed to the receiver's ouverture (culture,

training, history — the rule, not the eye).

WHERE IT BREAKS

The codex vocabulary is scaled to the indi-
vidual artist or a small, voluntarily aligned
ensemble — P20's synchronization ('coherence
with variation... play together,

and P21's

do not play
identical') authenticity/borrowing
model both presuppose emitters who elect their
alignment or their theft. The source's central

historical claim operates at a different scale

entirely: West's 'normative gaze,' and the
standards of taste built by Kant, Hume, and
Burke, describe a rule instituted through con-

quest and maintained for centuries by exclud-
ing whole populations from ever counting as
qualified judges — nobody in that arrangement
by
P20 has no term for a rule imposed

'built their own codex' or 'synchronized'
choice.
non-consensually on those it structurally ex-
cludes from authorship; this is a scale-mis-

match, not a refutation of P11.

PROPOSITIONAL GRID [2]

Read this grid. “Not evaluated” does not mean

the source has nothing to say about that
proposition. It means the reading did not
instruct it. That is not a result, and it
counts in no denominator. A silence, by con-

trast, is a finding: the reading touched the

proposition without concluding, or noted its

absence itself.



Ideamorphic Studies

Evaluated

proposi- audit relational verdict

tion status

P11 Sensory Diffraction audited [3] evidence-for

P17 Multiplication of Creation not evidence-for
audited

P20 Emitter Synchronization not pressure-against
audited

P26 Induced Diffraction not evidence-for

audited

What was instructed. These propositions have
been judged and carry a current statement: it
is that statement the reading tested, not the

founding one.

P11 — judged in Note 03 - current statement :

access runs through the RULE, not the organ —

the senses are not ouvertures; probe the codex
instead

Remarkable silences

3 called for by what the reading found, and
absent from the source.

Pl4a — The Proto-Codex
the reading establishes a centuries-long, col-
lectively imposed canon of taste with no indi-
(X), Dbut Pil4a's
names an individual artist's unstable,

vidual author proto-codex
explor-
atory practice that changes work by work (Y),
and this individually-scaled instability has
non-consensual

no term for an authorless,

rule, so Y is absent.

P14b — Codex Crystallization
that the

normative gaze was maintained for centuries as

the reading establishes source's
an instrument of exclusion rather than emer-
ging from anyone's practice (X), but Pl4b's
stability
through a practitioner's own
feedback (Y),

lized through conquest and exclusion rather

crystallization describes arising
iteration and
and the source's rule crystal-
than any practitioner's feedback loop, so Y is

absent.

P21 — Codex Authenticity
the reading establishes that the source's can-
on of taste was instituted non-consensually
across excluded populations (X), but P21's au-
model

thenticity/borrowing presupposes an

emitter who elects to borrow or is caught
stealing another's codex (Y), and no such con-
sensual-borrowing framework can register a
rule imposed on subjects who never had a codex

to borrow or elect, so Y is absent.

Not evaluated (30) — P1, P2, P3,
P6, P7, P8, P9, P10, P12, P13,
Pl16a, P18, P18a, P19, P19a,
P25, P27, P28, P29, P30, P31

P3a, P4, P5,
P14, P15, Pile,
P22, P23, P24,

ideamorphism.org

Overall verdict: Bounded — taxonomy of the Au-
gust 2026 pass, predating the move to rela-

tional verdicts. Kept as metadata: the gap

between the two forms 1is data, not residue.

This reading’s judgement is in the grid above.

model claude-sonnet-5
1 attempt(s)

Reading of 2026-09-23 -
+ source 125,559 chars -
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EPISTEMIC PROFILE

Claim type boundary reading

Voice third person analysis

Epistemic bounded grip

status

Methodology Boundary-finding lens applied to one source,

model claude-sonnet-5, 1 attempt(s),
traceability check passed.
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