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aesthetic unsettles the codex-authenticity binary

by Arnaud Quercy




Ideamorphic Studies

The piece gives the lens an easy, generic grip
both

technique and motivation will always satisfy

(an artist interview that volunteers
P14/P19a's two-level structure) and a genuine,
P21's

clean own/borrowed binary has no vocabulary

undecided edge where it matters more:

for an artist who builds her codex by critic-
ally re-inhabiting a prior appropriative tra-
dition rather than either inventing one from
nothing or relaying one unreflectively.

CONTEXT

X Thin page — the source itself is thin (teas-
er, notice, paywalled preamble). Distinct from

truncation: nothing was cut by the pipeline.

WHAT THE SOURCE SAys [!]

The piece profiles Hannah Lim, a London-based

sculptor whose British-Singaporean heritage

informs large-scale, anthropomorphized rework-
ings of the Chinese snuff bottle — an object
itself entangled with the 17th-18th century
Western fashion for

'Chinoiserie,' in which

European makers mimicked Chinese and other

Asian motifs for a Western market. Lim en-
larges a form that was historically palm-sized
and portable into pieces several inches tall,
built from polymer clay and Jesmonite, fin-
ished with chalk,

hides a small charm inside the 1lid referencing

paint and gloss, and each

the traditional snuff-spoon. Imagery draws on
the mythological text The Classic of Mountains
and Seas. She states her practice has shifted

over time: early works ‘'highlighted certain

personal aspects of my heritage,' later ones
'reflect different points in my research.' She
and is

also makes paintings, bespoke frames,

moving into laser-cut metalwork.

WHERE THE LENS GRIPS

P14 and P19a grip cleanly, if lightly: the in-
terview supplies the formal level (materials,
construction, scale shift, the hidden charm as
an encoded reference to the spoon) and the in-
timate level (heritage motivation, an explicit
why the

and does so

account of why the charm is there,
scale changed) in the same breath,
on request — exactly the two-tier structure

P14 requires, and exactly the 'articulable on

demand' that P19a makes a condition of full
explicability. P14b's crystallization narrat-
ive is loosely echoed by the stated drift from
'highlighting heritage' +to 'reflecting re-
search,' though the source names no feedback

loop or convergence, so that grip is thinner.
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WHERE IT BREAKS

P21 (Codex Authenticity) slips IF one reads

'codex' as bound to single, un-borrowed ori-
gin: Lim's project works explicitly FROM
Chinoiserie, itself a Western appropriation of

Chinese motifs, which she says she 'attempts

to reclaim and re-imagine... in a more con-
scientious way.' Under that reading P21's bin-
ary — build your own codex, or relay someone
else's as 'fashion' — has no third term for
deliberately inhabiting and critically repur-
the source sits
It holds IF one reads the co-
the act of itself (the

critical reframing becomes her own rule, not a

posing a prior appropriation;
in neither cell.
dex as reclamation
relay) — but the article does not frame her
practice in those terms either way, so the am-

biguity is the source's, not resolved by it.

PROPOSITIONAL GRID [2]

Read this grid. “Not evaluated” does not mean

the source has nothing to say about that
It means the
That

counts in no denominator.

proposition. reading did not

instruct it. is not a result, and it
A silence, by con-

trast, is a finding: the reading touched the

proposition without concluding, or noted its

absence itself.

Evaluated

proposi- audit relational verdict

tion status

P14 The Codex as Ouverture not evidence-for
audited

P14b Codex Crystallization not open-question
audited

P19a Explicability as Condition not triviality-warning
audited

P21 Codex Authenticity not pressure-against

audited

Not evaluated (33) — P1, P2, P3, P3a, P4, P5,
P6, P7, P8, P9, P10, P11, P12, P13, Pl4a, P15,
P16, Pl6a, P17, P18, P18a, P19, P20, P22, P23,
P24, P25, P26, P27, P28, P29, P30, P31

Overall verdict: Bounded — taxonomy of the Au-
gust 2026 pass, predating the move to rela-

tional verdicts. Kept as metadata: the gap

between the two forms 1is data, not residue.

This reading’s judgement is in the grid above.

model claude-sonnet-5
1 attempt(s)

Reading of 2026-10-07
source 6,324 chars
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EPISTEMIC PROFILE

Claim type boundary reading

Voice third person analysis
Epistemic bounded grip
status

Methodology Boundary-finding lens applied to one source,
model claude-sonnet-5, 1 attempt(s),
traceability check passed.
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