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Nanopublication — An order of parts-to-whole that
predates any instituting act — Cudworth's archetype
is P1l's letter and its refutation at once

by Arnaud Quercy

The boundary runs between P1l's letter and Pl's
own constraint: Cudworth's archetype matches
'order of parts precedes the made thing' al-
most word for word, but his anti-voluntarism
is the historical argument against treating
that order as instituted rather than eternal —
and the match itself is cheap, since the same
Aristotle,

of the Scholastic tradition without discrimin-

shape would catch Plato, and most

ation.
WHAT THE SOURCE SAys [1]

The entry surveys the Cambridge Platonists
(Whichcote, More, Cudworth, Smith, Culverwell,
Sterry) as seventeenth-century English philo-
sophers who defended rationalist theism, in-
natism and anti-determinism against Hobbesian
materialism and Calvinist voluntarism. Central
to Cudworth's

created

system 1is the claim that the

world is intelligible because it

bears, 'in the order and relationship of its
component parts,' the imprint of a divine ar-
chetype of which it is the ectype; human minds
likewise mirror this archetype and so possess
innate

'anticipations' (prolepses) rather than

deriving knowledge purely from sense. Against
voluntarism, Cudworth insists that moral and
logical truths are eternal and self-subsist-
ent, independent of any will — including God's
— since a world founded on arbitrary fiat

would have no ground of certainty. More's par-

allel notion of a 'Spirit of Nature' performs
a similar intermediary, ordering function
between the divine and inert matter.

WHERE THE LENS GRIPS

P1l's CURRENT formulation ('form' = principle

of order, the relation of parts to the whole,

preceding the making) finds a near-literal
echo in Cudworth's archetype/ectype doctrine:
the created world is ordered because it car-
'the order and re-

ries, prior to its making,

lationship of its component parts' as imprin-
ted by the archetype. The structural claim —
an ordering-relation precedes and governs the

instantiated thing — is exactly Pl's letter.

WHERE IT BREAKS

P1 slips IF one reads the archetype/ectype

doctrine as simply confirming 'form precedes
making' in general — a defender could object
that theology of divine creation and artistic
practice are different domains, so no real
contact is made.
IF one takes Pl's own CONSTRAINT seriously,
'an ACT of

content':

It holds as a genuine tension

that the upstream of form is now
instituting, not pre-stipulative
Cudworth's entire system is built explicitly
to deny this. His anti-voluntarist argument
(echoing the Euthyphro — God wills the good
because it is good, not the reverse) makes the
order of parts-to-whole eternal and self-sub-
sistent, prior to and independent of any act,
divine or otherwise. Where P1 (current) loc-
ates order downstream of an instituting act,
the Cambridge Platonists' entire polemical
project is to deny that order can be insti-
tuted at all -

cisely what they diagnose as the path to athe-

institution-by-fiat is pre-

ism and scepticism. Separately, the grip it-
self is cheap at the level of generality P1
now carries: 'order of parts precedes the made
thing' is the shared property of nearly every
rationalist or idealist metaphysics since Pla-
to (Aristotelian formal cause, Scholastic ex-
emplarism) — matching it here confirms nothing
specific to P1, since almost any such system

would fit the same shape.

PROPOSITIONAL GRID [2]

Read this grid.
the source has

“Not evaluated” does not mean
about that

reading did not

nothing to say
It means the
That
counts in no denominator.

proposition.
instruct it. is not a result, and it
A silence, by con-

trast, is a finding: the reading touched the

proposition without concluding, or noted its

absence itself.

Evaluated

proposi- audit relational verdict
tion status

P1 Primordial Idea audited triviality-warning
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What was instructed. These propositions have
been judged and carry a current statement: it
is that statement the reading tested, not the

founding one.

P1 — judged in Note 04 -+ current statement
'form' means PRINCIPLE OF ORDER (the relation
of parts to the whole), never figure, outline
or image — under the figurative reading the
statement is false; what precedes execution is
a DIRECTION, not a figure

Not evaluated (36) — P2, P3, P3a, P4, P5, P6,
p7, P8, P9, P10, P11, P12, P13, P14, Pl4a,
P14b, P15, P16, P1l6a, P17, P18, Pl8a, P19,
P19a, P20, P21, P22, P23, P24, P25, P26, P27,
P28, P29, P30, P31

Overall verdict: Bounded / Cheap fit — boundary
case — taxonomy of the August 2026 pass, pred-
ating the move to relational verdicts. Kept as
metadata: the gap between the two forms 1is
data, not residue. This reading’s judgement is
in the grid above.

Reading of 2026-10-09 - model claude-sonnet-5
source 41,441 chars -+ 1 attempt(s)
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EPISTEMIC PROFILE

Claim type boundary reading

Voice third person analysis
Epistemic bounded grip
status

Methodology Boundary-finding lens applied to one source,
model claude-sonnet-5, 1 attempt(s),

traceability check passed.

CHECKSUM (SHA-256)

a91160d2c23fc43f7afab25cb991681608166bcbeeascf2779962f7af60c1114

Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International (CC BY 4.0)

Author Arnaud Quercy
Asset code IDS-RNIO316
Identifier NAN-RDG000269
Version 1

Published 2026-10-09

ISSN: applied for — U.S. ISSN Center, Library of Congress

© 2026 Ideamorphic Studies


https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/cambridge-platonists/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/cambridge-platonists/
https://ideamorphism.org/en/publications/2026/03/the-31-propositions-of-ideamorphism.html
https://ideamorphism.org/en/publications/2026/03/the-31-propositions-of-ideamorphism.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Ideamorphic Studies ideamorphism.org

Published by Art Quam Anima Publishing New York,
an assumed name of AQA Publishing LLC

c/o Northwest Registered Agent, 418 Broadway Ste N
Albany, NY 12207, USA
+1 917-764-5470

NY DOS ID 7624376 - Assumed Name ID 7658709
publishing.artquamanima.com
Last updated: 2026-10-12

Persistent URI: https://ideamorphism.org/en/nanopubs/2026/10/IDS-RNI0O316-an-order-of-parts-to-whole-that-predates-any-
instituting-act.pdf


https://publishing.artquamanima.com
https://ideamorphism.org/en/nanopubs/2026/10/IDS-RNI0316-an-order-of-parts-to-whole-that-predates-any-instituting-act.pdf
https://ideamorphism.org/en/nanopubs/2026/10/IDS-RNI0316-an-order-of-parts-to-whole-that-predates-any-instituting-act.pdf

	Nanopublication — An order of parts-to-whole that predates any instituting act — Cudworth's archetype is P1's letter and its refutation at once
	What the source says [1]
	Where the lens grips
	Where it breaks
	Propositional grid [2]
	References
	Epistemic profile
	Checksum (SHA-256)


