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Nanopublication — How looted Mesoamerican artifacts
were laundered into art for LA museums

by Arnaud Quercy

This is a book review about colonial-era loot-
ing,
the market
artifacts into

illegal trafficking, forgery fraud, and
reclassification of Mesoamerican
'art' — a history of theft,
provenance deception, and institutional com-
plicity that the ideamorphism framework (built
to describe honest emitter-receiver creative
transmission via codex and diffraction) has no
vocabulary for; forcing its terms onto looting
or forgery would mistake deception about an
object's origin for the framework's account of

creative reception.
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