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Nanopublication — A Claimed Unity Reads as
Instituted, Not Given — but the Curator Is Not a

Single Codex

by Arnaud Quercy

The boundary is the emitter: P9's given/insti-
tuted distinction reads the exhibition's un-
even pairings cleanly — some instituted, most
but P14/P14a/P14b's codex

machinery, built for a single practice iterat-

merely asserted -—

ing toward crystallization, has no purchase on

a curatorial synthesis assembled after the

fact across many closed, unrelated emissions.

CONTEXT

X Thin page — the source itself is thin (teas-
er, notice, paywalled preamble). Distinct from
truncation: nothing was cut by the pipeline.

WHAT THE SOURCE SAys [!]

A review of the Metropolitan Museum's 'Costume

Art' exhibition, which pairs roughly two hun-
dred garments from the Costume Institute with

artworks from across the Met's collection, or-

ganized into body-typology sections ('Naked
and Nude Body,' 'Anatomical Body,' 'Pregnant
Body,' etc.). The curator claims the show re-

veals an inherent relationship between cloth-
ing and the body. The
pairings effective (Grecian gowns next to an-

reviewer finds some
cient Greek vessels) and many others forced,
superficial, or questionable (Chet Lo's gar-
ments paired with Picasso's 'The Blind Man's
Meal'

'Pregnant Body'

via a shared reference to blindness; a
section dominated by male
artists), and faults the show for excluding
artists who actually live with the disabilit-

ies it references.
WHERE THE LENS GRIPS
P9's current reading (unity among modalities

is INSTITUTED,
inherent ground) grips directly on the exhibi-

an effect of a codex, not an

tion's foundational premise. Costume Art opens
by asserting an 'inherent relationship between

clothing and the body' as if unity among gar-

ment, painting, and sculpture were self-evid-
ent; the review's own survey of pairings en-
acts exactly the correction P9 specifies:
where a connecting rule actually operates

(Grecian gowns beside Greek vessels, sharing

drapery logic), the pairing coheres; where no

such rule is at work (Chet Lo's garments be-

linked
the pairing is

side Picasso's 'The Blind Man's Meal,'
'blind'),

superficial, or

only by the word
'forced, questionable.' The
that the

not assumed.

review documents, case by case,
claimed unity has to be built,
Pl4a also grips: the critic's question — 'why
not feature artists living with blindness and
deafness' — reads as the asymmetric ricochet
of an uncrystallized rule: pressed on a spe-
cific choice, the exhibition's stated organiz-

ing idea yields an incomplete answer.

WHERE IT BREAKS

The lens strains at the level of the emitter.
P14/P14a/P14b presuppose a codex belonging to
one practice, built and stabilized through it-
eration by a single artist or ensemble. 'Cos-
is not that:

retroactively

it is a curatorial team

typology
roughly two hundred garments and artworks made

tume Art'
imposing a across
by unrelated makers across centuries, none of

whom encoded anything toward this pairing.
There is no single practice whose intimate lo-
gic could crystallize or be asked to explain
itself — the

all, belongs to the curator's second-order ar-

'codex,' if the word applies at

rangement of already-closed, independent emis-
sions, not to any one maker's evolving prac-
tice. The framework has no vocabulary for this
operation — a curator building a rule across
many finished, unrelated works after the fact
— and the review's complaint (some pairings
hold, most don't) cannot be mapped onto P14b's
model of crystallization through feedback with
a receiver, because there is no single emitter

whose codex is maturing.

PROPOSITIONAL GRID [2]

Read this grid.
the source has

“Not evaluated” does not mean
about that

reading did not

nothing to say
It means the
That
counts in no denominator.

proposition.
instruct it. is not a result, and it
A silence, by con-

trast, is a finding: the reading touched the

proposition without concluding, or noted its

absence itself.

Evaluated



Ideamorphic Studies

proposi- audit relational verdict

tion status

P9 Multimodal Unity audited [3! |evidence-for

Pl4a The Proto-Codex not evidence-for
audited

P14b Codex Crystallization not pressure-against
audited

What was instructed. These propositions have
been judged and carry a current statement: it
is that statement the reading tested, not the

founding one.

P9 — judged in Note 02 - current statement :
unity is INSTITUTED — an effect of the codex,
not its ground

Remarkable silences

1 called for by what the reading found, and
absent from the source.

P14 — The Codex as Ouverture

the reading establishes that P9's given/insti-
tuted distinction fits the exhibition's uneven
pairings, but applying the codex machinery
would require a single practice building its
and the

reading itself states the curatorial second-

rule 'from within' through iteration,

order arrangement across many closed, unre-
so Pl4's
than

lated emissions has no such practice,

condition is explicitly absent rather

merely unmentioned.

Not evaluated (33) — P1, P2, P3, P3a, P4, P5,

p6, P7, P8, P10, P11, P12, P13, P15, Pls,
pP16a, P17, P18, P18a, P19, P19a, P20, P21,
P22, P23, P24, P25, P26, P27, P28, P29, P30,
P31

Overall verdict: Bounded — taxonomy of the Au-
gust 2026 pass,
tional verdicts.

predating the move to rela-
Kept as metadata: the gap
between the two forms 1is data, not residue.

This reading’s judgement is in the grid above.

Reading of 2026-10-22 - model claude-sonnet-5
+ source 4,553 chars + 2 attempt(s)
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EPISTEMIC PROFILE

Claim type boundary reading

Voice third person analysis

Epistemic bounded grip

status

Methodology Boundary-finding lens applied to one source,

model claude-sonnet-5, 2 attempt(s),

traceability check passed.
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