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Nanopublication — Kant's categories are necessary for
every mind; the codex is built by one — the given/
instituted axis holds its shape and loses its
modality
by Arnaud Quercy

The given/instituted axis grips the shape of

Kant's  argument  (a  given  manifold  underde‐

termines; only a rule confers unity) but the

grip  stops  exactly  where  necessity  enters:

Kant's  rule  binds  universally  and  independ‐

ently of recognition, the codex's rule exists

only  through  being  met  and  recognized.  The

boundary is modal, not structural — the find‐

ing  is  where  the  analogy  must  be  read  as

shape-only to remain honest.

WHAT THE SOURCE SAYS [1]

The SEP entry reconstructs Kant's transcend‐

ental arguments: starting from an uncontrover‐

sial  premise  about  experience  or  self-con‐

sciousness, each argument claims that a sub‐

stantive, unobvious condition is necessary for

that premise to hold. The Transcendental De‐

duction argues that mere Humean association of

sense impressions cannot explain the univer‐

sality and necessity found in our experience

of objects, and that only synthesis by a pri‐

ori  concepts  (the  categories),  operating

through  judgment,  can.  The  Refutation  of

Idealism argues that determining the temporal

order of my own past experiences requires per‐

ceiving permanent objects outside me in space.

Later  sections  track  descendants  of  this

strategy against external-world and moral-re‐

sponsibility  skepticism,  and  the  persistent

objection, from Stroud onward, that such argu‐

ments at best show how we must think, not how

the world must be.

WHERE THE LENS GRIPS

P3a's given/instituted axis and P9's 'unity is

instituted, an effect of the codex, not its

ground' find a sharp structural analogue here:

Kant's  manifold  of  intuition  is  exactly  a

'given' in the P3a sense — what is there prior

to  any  rule  —  and  the  categories,  deployed

through synthesis, are exactly an 'instituted'

layer in that sense — a rule that elects rela‐

tions in the given and confers unity it does

not otherwise have. P11's reformulation ('ac‐

cess runs through the rule, not the organ') is

argued for almost verbatim by Kant's anti-as‐

sociationist  move:  word-association  (a

paradigm of organ-level, sense-bound ordering)

cannot produce the universality and necessity

that mark genuine objecthood; only a rule-gov‐

erned faculty can. The source performs, inde‐

pendently and in its own vocabulary, the same

move the framework asserts: given alone under‐

determines; a rule is what supplies unity.

WHERE IT BREAKS

The disanalogy is in the modal status of the

rule. Kant's categories are transcendentally

necessary — the same rule for every finite ra‐

tional subject, a condition of the possibility

of experience as such, binding whether or not

the subject recognizes or can articulate it;

indeed the whole argument is addressed to a

skeptic who refuses to grant it. P3a's insti‐

tuted  invariant  is  explicitly  the  opposite

kind of thing: singular, artist-built, proto-

codex  before  crystallization  (P14a),  revis‐

able, and — per P3a's own clause — existing

'as soon as its rule is met and recognized,

including by whoever refuses it,' which makes

recognition constitutive in a way Kant's cat‐

egories never require. This slips IF one reads

the given/instituted axis as importing Kant's

transcendental necessity for the codex's au‐

thority — the resonance would then overreach,

since the one feature doing Kant's argumentat‐

ive work (universal bindingness independent of

any particular rule-maker) is precisely what

the codex, by the framework's own description,

lacks. It holds, i.e. the resonance stays le‐

gitimate and bounded, if 'instituted' is read

exactly as P3a states it: a stipulated, codex-

relative,  recognition-dependent  rule,  struc‐

turally parallel to Kant's category-synthesis

but modally a different kind of thing.

PROPOSITIONAL GRID [2]

Read this grid. “Not evaluated” does not mean

the  source  has  nothing  to  say  about  that

proposition.  It  means  the  reading  did  not

instruct  it.  That  is  not  a  result,  and  it

counts in no denominator. A silence, by con‐
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trast, is a finding: the reading touched the

proposition without concluding, or noted its

absence itself.

Evaluated

proposi‐
tion

audit
status

relational verdict

P3a Double Structure of the In‐
variant

audited pressure-against

P9 Multimodal Unity audited [3] pressure-against

P11 Sensory Diffraction audited [4] evidence-for

What was instructed. These propositions have

been judged and carry a current statement: it

is that statement the reading tested, not the

founding one.

P3a — judged in Note 05 · current statement :

say GIVEN invariant and INSTITUTED invariant,

never 'physical' and 'intentional' — the axis

is MODE OF EXISTENCE, read as regime of

access: the given is what a sensor measures on

the surface WITHOUT the codex; the instituted

is the rule that elects relations in that

surface and that only the disclosed codex

deciphers

P9 — judged in Note 02 · current statement :

unity is INSTITUTED — an effect of the codex,

not its ground

P11 — judged in Note 03 · current statement :

access runs through the RULE, not the organ —

the senses are not ouvertures; probe the codex

instead

Not evaluated (34) — P1, P2, P3, P4, P5, P6,

P7, P8, P10, P12, P13, P14, P14a, P14b, P15,

P16,  P16a,  P17,  P18,  P18a,  P19,  P19a,  P20,

P21, P22, P23, P24, P25, P26, P27, P28, P29,

P30, P31

Overall verdict: Bounded — taxonomy of the Au‐

gust 2026 pass, predating the move to rela‐

tional  verdicts.  Kept  as  metadata:  the  gap

between the two forms is data, not residue.

This reading’s judgement is in the grid above.

Reading of 2026-10-23 · model claude-sonnet-5
· source 127,274 chars · 1 attempt(s)
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EPISTEMIC PROFILE

Claim type boundary reading

Voice third person analysis

Epistemic

status

bounded grip

Methodology Boundary-finding lens applied to one source,

model claude-sonnet-5, 1 attempt(s),

traceability check passed.
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