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Ideamorphic Reading — Daily reading notes filtered through the

ideamorphic framework

Daily Synthesis

Today's feed items highlight the ideamorphic concepts of dilution, the
codex, the ouverture, and the ricochet effect in a range of contexts -
from humanitarian journalism to the use of the atlas form and Erasmus'
teaching methods. These examples demonstrate how the ideamorphic
framework can be applied to understand the dynamics of transmission,

transformation, and creative engagement across diverse domains.
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When trauma becomes trope

This article explores how the representation of human suffering in hu-
manitarian journalism can become a trope, a standardized form that
loses its power to evoke empathy and spur action. This is an example
of the 'dilution crisis' described in the ideamorphic framework - the
situation where maximum emission (of images and stories of trauma)
leads to minimum diffraction (true engagement and response from the
receiver). The article highlights the need for more nuanced, contextu-
al, and ethically-grounded approaches to reporting on humanitarian
crises, which aligns with the ideamorphic principles of resisting the
'tyranny of recognition' and engineering diffraction through strategic

incompleteness.

aeon.co/essays/how-might-humanitarian—-journalism-be-done-better?

utm source=rss-feed
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La planéte des hommes

This article discusses the use of the atlas as a form for representing
global phenomena that connect diverse processes like climate, oceans,
agriculture, urbanization, and resource flows. The atlas can be seen
as a codex - a systematic constraint that shapes the emission of in-
formation about the world, while also requiring the receiver to engage
in a process of diffraction to construct their own understanding. The
article highlights how the atlas form mediates our perception of the
world, aligning with the ideamorphic principles of the ouverture and
the ricochet effect, where the revelation of the codex generates new

diffractions rather than just correcting the initial representation.

https://laviedesidees.fr/La-planete-des-hommes
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Using the Absurd: How Erasmus Challenges His Students

This article examines how the Renaissance humanist Erasmus used ab-
surdity and paradox in his teaching methods to challenge his students
and provoke new ways of thinking. This aligns with the ideamorphic
principles of engineering diffraction - deliberately introducing gaps,
resistance, and productive tension in order to activate the receiver's
own creative capacities. Erasmus' approach can be seen as a form of
'game design', where he structures the 'emission' (his teaching) to
generate multiple possible 'diffractions' (student responses and

insights) rather than a single 'correct' outcome.

https://blog.apaonline.org/2026/04/02/using-the-absurd-how-erasmus-challenges-

his-students/
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