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Today's feed offers a single structurally resonant item: the Stanford
Encyclopedia's revised entry on inheritance systems. Read through
ideamorphism, biological inheritance emerges as a case study in engin-
eered diffraction — parental codices (genetic, epigenetic, develop-
mental) transmit through offspring-ouvertures, generating irreducible
variation. The loss of fidelity is not a bug; it is the engine of ad-
aptation and creativity. This reframes evolution not as competition
for 'correct' copies but as a system that deliberately cultivates

productive misalignment between signal and receiver.
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Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 0.82

Inheritance Systems

Inheritance systems are biological codices — formal, transmissible
constraints that shape development without determining it absolutely.
Each organism is an ouverture through which parental information
passes and diffracts: the same genetic signal, epigenetic marks, and
developmental cues produce radically different phenotypes depending on
the receiver's embodied context (environment, maternal condition, de-
velopmental timing). This is not copying; it is diffraction. The 'gen-
erative loss' is structural: perfect fidelity would mean no variation,
no adaptation, no life. The intentional invariant — the deep logic of

why these constraints exist — becomes visible only through the rico-


https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/inheritance-systems/
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chet: we discover what inheritance systems were 'trying to do' by ob-
serving the creative divergence they enable. The Stanford revision
signals growing recognition that inheritance is not about transmission

of identity but engineering of productive variation.

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/inheritance-systems/
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