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The Stanford Encyclopedia's revision of idealism illuminates a core
ideamorphic insight: philosophical traditions are not static doctrines
but waves that diffract through successive historical ouvertures. Each
era receives 1idealism anew — Kant's version is not Descartes's,
Hegel's is not Kant's — yet the intentional invariant (mind as con-
stitutive of knowledge) remains structurally coherent. The revision
itself is a ricochet: in documenting what idealism IS, the Encyclope-

dia generates a new diffraction in 2026 philosophy.

1 selected

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 0.76

Idealism (Revised Entry)

The idealist tradition — from Descartes through Kant to Hegel — 1is
fundamentally a theory of the ouverture. It asks: what is the struc-
ture of mind that shapes how reality becomes knowable? The revision's
attention to how idealism 'anticipated' and 'changed across centuries'
reveals the ricochet effect in intellectual history: each generation
receives the idealist wave through its own epistemic aperture, re-
fracts it, and produces a new idealism that the previous generation
did not intend. Kant's transcendental idealism was not what Descartes
emitted — it 1is what Descartes's emission became when it passed
through Kant's particular ouverture (Enlightenment mathematics, Newto-
nian physics, critical philosophy). The entry itself, revised in 2026,
is an instance of this: the Stanford Encyclopedia receives idealism

anew, and the act of revision is the ricochet — the intentional in-


https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/idealism/
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variant (what idealism structurally IS) generates new diffractions in
contemporary philosophy. This is not metaphorical: idealism as a codex
(a system of constraints on how mind and world relate) produces

different creations in different historical ouvertures.

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/idealism/
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