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The Orléans museum campaign reveals looting as epistemic rupture: not
merely the loss of objects, but the severing of the conditions under which
artworks can activate their intentional invariants and generate diffraction
in receivers. Recovery 1is restoration of generative capacity — the work

must re-enter circulation to become creation again.
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French Museum Launches 'Wanted' Campaign to Track Down 424

Artworks Looted by Nazis

Nazi looting severs the codex. Each stolen artwork carries an intentional
invariant — the artist's systematic constraints, the logic of why *thesex*
forms, *these* colors, according to what internal coherence. When a paint-
ing vanishes into private hands or destruction, that invariant becomes
orphaned: the work still exists as physical material (the physical invari-
ant holds), but the *dialogue* between emitter and receiver is interrupted.
The receiver cannot diffract through the artist's ouverture because the
chain of transmission is broken. The museum's 'Wanted' campaign is not
merely about restitution — it is about restoring the *possibility of dif-
fraction*. A looted work in hiding cannot generate creation in any receiv-
er. The campaign treats recovery as an epistemic act: recovering the work
means recovering the conditions under which its intentional invariant can
again activate in dialogue. This is why the loss is not merely material —

it is a loss of generative capacity itself.
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