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Today's feed surfaces two instances of codex-as-constraint shaping recep-
tion. The liar paradox reveals diffraction as a structural necessity within
self-referential systems — meaning cannot be lossless when the signal be-
comes its own ouverture. The Newtonian historiography traces how a formal
system crystallizes into the dominant ouverture of an entire epoch, determ-
ining which thoughts can even be received. Both are cases where the frame-
work (logical, mechanical, philosophical) is not transparent — it actively

shapes what can be emitted and how it will diffract.
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Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 0.82

Liar Paradox

The liar paradox is a structural case of diffraction within a closed sys-
tem. The statement 'this sentence is false' emits a signal (its proposi-
tional content) through the logical ouverture of classical truth-value as-
signment. But the ouverture cannot receive it without transforming it — the
signal diffracts into contradiction. This is not a bug in logic; it reveals
that meaning cannot be lossless within self-referential systems. The para-
dox demonstrates that 1 # 1 at the level of formal semantics: the same ut-
terance cannot maintain invariant truth-value when it becomes its own re-
ceiver. Modern resolutions (paraconsistency, hierarchy, revision theory)
are attempts to engineer the diffraction deliberately — to design an ouver-
ture that can absorb self-reference without collapse. The codex of

classical logic was not built to handle its own emission.

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/liar-paradox/

Consequences of Newtonianism: Another History of the Modern

Human Subject (3)

This historiographical work illuminates how a codex (Newtonian mechanics as
formal system of constraints) shaped the ouverture through which European
modernity received itself. The Leibniz-Clarke debate was not merely about
physics — it was about which codex would structure how minds could emit and
receive ideas about causality, agency, and the human subject. Newtonianism
crystallized into a dominant codex, and subsequent thought had to diffract
through its constraints: determinism, mechanism, the separation of observer
from observed. The essay traces how this particular formal system became
the unquestioned ouverture of modern consciousness. What makes this idea-
morphically resonant is the recognition that intellectual history is not
the history of ideas freely circulating, but the history of which codices
become dominant enough to shape all subsequent diffraction. The 'modern hu-
man subject' 1is not discovered — it is the artifact of having received

Enlightenment thought through a Newtonian ouverture.
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